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Views on Chief Executive's Policy Address 2009
By “Youth Fighters” of Internet Society Hong Kong

We are a group of young student members of the Internet Society Hong Kong
(ISOC-HK). Witnessing various problems in Hong Kong persisting without effective
solutions from the government, it is time for us youngsters to voice out our opinions
to address and improve issues of concern. Being the future of Hong Kong, we are
here to offer the government the Generation Y's perspective, because we believe the
policy address should include the voices from all sectors of society.

There are 6 major areas in our submission:

1. Incubate young and creative talent

2. Launch quality electronic learning platform

3. Develop smart commute and ubiquitous city information system
4. Develop effective and safe electronic waste disposal methods

5. Speed up digitalization of mainstream media

6. Preserve a free flow of information

1. Incubate young and creative talent

Brain drain is becoming a serious issue in Hong Kong. Some young people feel that
the characteristics of “Quality education” have been changed, and question whether
the Hong Kong education system can help them develop the skills to meet the needs
of the 21°" century. The lack of local opportunities and upward mobility in Hong
Kong's employment climate is also a major cause driving Hong Kong talents to other
countries or regions.

Suggestions:
® Establish a more comprehensive “youth entrepreneur” funding scheme, so as

to allocate more resources and support for youth-driven entrepreneurship
and innovation.

® Reward successful entrepreneurs the opportunity to pursue higher education
as further initiatives for talent development.

® Dedicate one school day per week for developing non-academic skills in
primary and secondary schools to reduce academic pressure and improve
creativity, critical thinking and team-building abilities.

® Provide more subjects that do not require exams, but instead with other
forms of assessments that promote critical thinking and analytical skills.
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2. Launch quality electronic learning platform

We are sure it has come to your attention the increasing prices of textbooks and
frequent changes to textbook versions, many of which are overpriced in the name of
“new editions” and “educational reforms”. An electronic learning platform can help
solve this problem, and reduce the amount of waste produced by the disposal of old
text books.

Suggestion:
® With the increasing adoption of the Internet in education, we strongly urge

the government to promote the use of e-learning platforms, e-books and
online learning materials, with appropriate measures to support the needs of
those who are financially underprivileged.

® Encourage development of open source teaching resources (e.g. HKedCity)
and Creative Commons by more monetary support and investment.

3. Develop smart commute and ubiquitous city information system

Although Hong Kong is often regarded as “Asia's world city”, youngsters feel that
Hong Kong is lagging behind many countries in Asia Pacific in developing advanced
online transportation guide systems and a dynamic city information system which
provides information of nearby dining, transportation and scenic spots. We believe
the development can also greatly benefit tourism and quality of life in Hong Kong.

One example is a user-friendly, reliable and online route guide for all forms of public
transportation, which is currently available in many other countries. At present,
there is no integrated online service for route planning with dynamic information
about traffic conditions.

Suggestion:
® Develop and support more wireless infrastructure and application

development in Hong Kong, with reference to the example of South Korea,
with Wi-Fi hotspots, touch screen kiosks, smart commute, virtual city hall etc.

® Allow the above city information and dynamic traffic conditions to be
available on all digital platforms, such as on the internet, public kiosks,
mobile phones and other devices.

® Make use of the Hong Kong Tourism Board's resources to develop these
applications and related devices, and catch up with international standards in
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implementation via public-private partnership or collaboration with other
countries.

4. Develop effective and safe electronic waste disposal methods

Young people are frequent users of electronic devices in this digital age. With
products having shorter product life cycles now, we find no known green, safe and
convenient way to dispose them. Hence, much electronic wastes are simply thrown
away as regular garbage, causing wastage of useful and scarce recyclable materials,
and chronic environmental pollution that can adversely affect public health. These
effects also tend to be serious, long term and irreversible. We are concerned about
effective electronic waste disposal because we dispose such waste on a regular basis,
especially batteries.

Suggestions:

® |nitiate “Producer's Responsibility Legislation”-- impose a law that producers'
are responsible for the waste their products create, and the safe and
environmentally-friendly disposal of these products, otherwise a penalty should
be imposed.

® One method is to offer a refund to customers who bring back old, used devices
to vendors.

® et the young lead — Support youth-oriented initiatives to minimise digital
/electronic waste, for example volunteer groups and organizations. Young
people can be an example to influence adults to dispose electronic waste
properly.

® Increase the number of safe electronic waste disposal bins and provide
warehouse space for organizations that carry out electronic waste disposal or
computer recycling.

5. Speed up digitalization of media broadcasting

Complaints about the deteriorating quality of television channels/programs,
especially news reports, are on the rise. In particular, many citizens complain that
the media has become increasingly biased in news reporting, directly preventing us
from acquiring accurate, diverse and balanced information about issues happening in
the city and around the world.

We believe that monopoly in the mainstream media industry is a major factor, as
monopoly reduces competition, leading to the deteriorating quality of media.
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Suggestions:
® Speed up digitalization of TV and radio broadcasting to help increase

availability of television licenses, which will boost competition and minimise
monopoly effects from large TV broadcasters.

® Provide licenses or channels to some sectors in the society such as youth and
elderly to set up their own channels to express themselves.

6. Preserve a free flow of information

In the first paragraph of the "Control of Obscene and Indecent Articles Ordinance”
consultation, the government stated it would take action to “limit” young Internet
users' exposure and access to pornographic websites. Proposed measures include
requiring ISPs to supply mandatory filtering software and requesting users to provide
credit card information in order to verify the users' age to access pornographic
websites.

In circumstances where the definitions of “obscene” and “indecent” are ill-defined,
freedom to access information then amounts to government control. Such an action
would undoubtedly compromise, constrain and limit young people from using and
finding information on the Internet. Each individual, including young people, has the
right to think independently and decide for themselves whether a website is decent
or indecent, good or bad. It makes no sense to require “government’s approval” in
order to access the information.

Suggestions:
® The appropriateness of a website's content should be decided by the user,

but not by compromising information freedom, nor in the name of
“protecting teenagers”.

® Rather, the government should utilize Education as its main vehicle to help
youngsters judge information, such as encouraging parents to accompany
their children when surfing the web. Preserving the freedom of information is
the most fundamental of rights and hence action should be taken.

The Youth Fighters
Internet Society Hong Kong
October 9, 2009
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Contact persons:

[Youth Fighters]
Matthew Hui— matthew®@isoc.hk 6594-2807
Sze Chiu-hung — hung@isoc.hk 6796-9936

[Internet Society Hong Kong]
Charles Mok — mok@isoc.hk 9195-5156
Ping Wong — ping@isoc.hk 9559-0365
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